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“A Discord in Our Material and Spiritual Harmony”
September 7 – October 7, 2017
Opening Thursday, September 7, 6-8pm
Johannes Vogt Gallery is pleased to present, “A Discord in Our Material and Spiritual Harmony,”
the second solo exhibition by Marc Horowitz at the gallery.
For an artist whose early body of work was focused on poking fun at the immediate present
through elaborate online and IRL performances, Marc Horowitz’s recent paintings seem
surprisingly preoccupied with making sense of the past.
His canvases begin on the studio floor as raw material. Over the course of many days and weeks,
they’re casually stepped on—imprinted—by friends, family, assistants, and dogs who knowingly
and unknowingly, leave a trace of their presence. After a while, Horowitz lays sketches taken
from Italian Master paintings onto the canvases, placing a generally accepted and distant view of
art history over the immediate touch of his contemporaries. Finally, he fills in these centuries-old
images with a thick mantle of lurid paint, pungent and almost clownish in its color and impasto
surface.
By the time his paintings are finished, they’ve been acted upon by a select cast of characters:
Marc himself, the people in his life, and a group of image makers from long ago. Though these
people have all left the scene of the proverbial crime, vestiges of their activities remain.
Viewed as simultaneously sincere and sarcastic, reverent and mocking, innovative and nostalgic,
it’s not hard to connect Horowitz’s current paintings to his early and impactful performances that
predicted the internet’s future as a viral marketing machine that would merge disparate people
and information to breed complex new forms and languages. The truth is, Horowitz, who initially
began his career as a painter before moving into experimental performance, has always felt as if
he should—or perhaps was doomed to—occupy the present, past, and a promised future all at
once.
- Lindsay Howard
MARC HOROWITZ (b. 1976) lives and works in Los Angeles. Horowitz holds an M.F.A from the
University of Southern California, Roski School of Fine Arts, and bachelor’s degrees in art and
marketing from San Francisco Art Institute, and Indiana University’s Kelley School of Business.
Horowitz recently held a solo exhibition at COMA Gallery in Sydney, Australia. He has also had
solo exhibitions at China Art Object, Los Angeles; Mannerheim Gallery, Paris; Johannes Vogt
Gallery, New York; Galerie Analix Forever, Geneva; The Depart Foundation, Los Angeles; The
Hayward Gallery, London; and at New Langton Arts, San Francisco. Horowitz has taught at the
University of Southern California and lectured at The Hammer Museum in Los Angeles, California
Institute of the Arts, Stanford University, Yale University and teaches a course in New Media Art
at Otis College with his partner, Petra Cortright. Recent press coverage includes articles in
Artillery Magazine and Hyperallergic.

For further details please contact Robert Sohmer at robert@johannesvogt.nyc or at
212.226.6966.

	
  

